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Abstract

Background: Basal cell carcinoma is the most common skin cancer worldwide. Treatment options include both
surgical and topical modalities. Although risk of metastasis is low, basal cell carcinoma can be invasive and infiltrate
important underlying structures such as bone or cartilage. While many clinical trials examining therapies for basal
cell carcinoma exist, the lack of consensus in outcome reporting across all trials poses a concern. Proper evaluation
and comparison of treatment modalities is challenging. In order to address the inconsistencies present, this project
aims to determine a core set of outcomes which should be evaluated in all clinical trials of basal cell carcinoma.

Methods/design: Outcomes will be extracted over four phases: (1) a systematic literature review, (2) patient interviews,
(3) other published sources, and (4) stakeholder involvement. Potential outcomes will then be examined by the Steering
Committee, who may add or remove outcomes. The Delphi process will then be performed to condense the list of
outcomes generated. Two rounds of Delphi surveys will be performed with two groups of participants — physicians and
patients. A consensus meeting with relevant stakeholders will be conducted after the Delphi exercise to further select
outcomes, taking into account participant scores. By the end of the meeting, members will vote and decide on a final
recommended set of core outcomes. For the duration of the study, we will be in collaboration with both the Core
Outcome Measures in Effectiveness Trials (COMET) initiative and the Cochrane Skin Group — Core Outcome Set Initiative
(CSG-COUSIN).

Discussion: This study aims to develop a core outcome set to guide assessment in clinical trials on basal cell carcinoma.
The end-goal is to improve the consistency of outcome reporting and allow proper evaluation of treatment effectiveness.
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Background

Basal cell carcinoma (BCC), which arises from the basal
layer of the epidermis, is the most common cancer of the
skin [1, 2]. It classically presents as pink or pearly papules or
plaques with rolled borders, central crusting, or ulceration
[3]. BCC is particularly common in Caucasians, men, older
people, and those living close to the equator. Predisposing
risk factors for the development of BCC include sun, ultra-
violet radiation, arsenic exposure, use of photosensitizing
drugs, immunosuppression, and genetic susceptibility [4—6].
BCC can be divided into the following subtypes based
on histology: nodular, micronodular, superficial, cystic,
morpheaform, and infiltrative [3, 7]. Treatments include
standard excision, Mohs micrographic surgery, electrodes-
sication and curettage, radiotherapy or cryotherapy. BCC
can be treated topically with 5-fluorouracil, imiquimod, or
photodynamic therapy [8, 9]. Although the risk of metas-
tasis is small, BCC can be invasive and may infiltrate
underlying nerves, muscle, bone or cartilage [10, 11]. As
BCCs commonly occur on the face, its removal can cause
considerable cosmetic disfigurement and can affect an
individual’s quality of life.

While Cochrane reviews and other systematic reviews
have investigated the efficacy of various treatments, there is
heterogeneity in outcomes assessed across trials [8]. This
inconsistency in outcomes measured poses a concern when
evaluating the effects of different interventions. Selective
outcome reporting bias, defined as results-based selection
of outcomes for publication, is a problem in many clinical
trials and affects the conclusions of a significant proportion
of systematic reviews [12].

In order to address this concern, specific organizations
have been formed. The Core Outcome Measures in
Effectiveness Trials Initiative (COMET) brings together
researchers interested in developing a standardized set of
core outcomes in various health-related fields [13]. A
core outcome set (COS) is defined as an agreed mini-
mum set of outcomes that is recommended to be
measured and reported in all clinical trials of a given
condition or disease. Similarly, another group, the
Cochrane Skin Group — Core Outcome Set Initiative
(CSG-COUSIN), was created specifically to address
COSs in dermatology by examining outcome measures in
current research [14, 15]. CSG-COUSIN builds on the
experiences of the Harmonizing Outcome Measures
for Eczema (HOME) initiative, which also developed a
roadmap to guide the process of COS development
and implementation [16—21]. Both groups hope to develop
standardized, evidence-based COSs which can be utilized
in all clinical trials.

While COSs are under development for several derma-
tologic conditions, work has yet to be done to identify
core outcomes specific for BCC. In order to minimize
duplication, this study has been registered with the
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COMET and CSG-COUSIN organizations. Interested
researchers may contact us for further information.

Objective

The aim of this study is to develop an international COS
relevant to clinical trials for BCC. The objective will be
to determine which outcomes should be measured in
clinical trials, as well as method of assessment. These
core outcomes suggest the minimum that should be
reported in research trials but do not limit other outcomes
from being investigated.

Methods/design

The development of this COS adheres to the recommenda-
tions provided by the COMET and CSG-COUSIN initia-
tives, with reporting conforming to the SPIRIT (Standard
Protocol Items: Recommendations for Interventional Trials)
Checklist [13, 21]. This project has been adapted from a
previously published protocol [22]. Figure 1 provides a brief
overview of our study design (modified from reference [22]).

Scope of this COS

This COS is intended as the global/international standard
for clinical trials examining the efficacy of various treat-
ments for BCC. The COS to be developed will not be
population specific and will encompass outcomes from all
basal cell therapies.

Identification of outcomes
Outcomes will be generated over four phases:

1. Systematic literature review: outcomes published in
randomized controlled trials and Cochrane reviews
will be extracted

2. Patient interviews: interviews will be conducted with
patients to determine outcomes valued by patients

3. Other sources: sources, such as clinical trial registries
and BCC educational brochures, will be reviewed to
ensure that all outcomes have been documented

4. Stakeholders: input from stakeholders will be elicited
to provide further insight into outcomes that they
would like included

Literature review

A systematic literature review using PubMed, Medline,
and Embase will be conducted using “basal cell carcinoma”
and “BCC” as search terms, with queries limited to the title
or abstract fields. The systematic review will adhere to the
Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and
Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) guidelines [23]. Included studies
will be randomized controlled trials with duplicate studies
represented in the various databases included only once.
Study characteristics, such as authors, year of publication,
source of funding, methodology, number of study centers,
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Step 1: Identify Scope
Determine if COS is needed
Register COS

Step 2: Outcome Extraction
1. Literature Review

2. Semi-structured Patient Interviews
3. Other published sources
4, Stakeholder involvement

Step 3: Outcomes Condensed

Step 4: Delphi & Analysis
Round 1

Round 2

Step 5: Consensus Meeting

Core Outcome Set Identified

Fig. 1 Flowchart of the study design
A\
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treatment comparators, treatment vehicle, inclusion and
exclusion criteria, and blinding and randomization status,
will be documented. Study design characteristics, such as
length of follow-up, treatment duration, results, outcomes,
and outcome measures, will be noted. Data will be entered
by eight data extractors from four different universities
into a spreadsheet. Entries will be periodically reviewed by
two senior data extractors for accuracy. The long-list of
outcomes extracted from published studies will then be
placed into appropriate domains by two Measurement of
Priority Outcome Variables in Dermatologic Surgery (IM-
PROVED) investigators using a forced consensus method.
Similar outcomes will be listed only once. Combining and
collapsing of outcomes, while necessary, will be performed
in moderation to prevent loss of content.

Patient-centered outcomes

Semi-structured interviews will be conducted to explore
patient-identified outcomes. Patients, both in the United
States and worldwide, will be recruited from the current
patients of practicing physicians and skin cancer advocacy
groups via emails and phone calls. Open-ended questions
will allow for patient expression of outcomes important to
them. According to the research concept to theoretical
saturation, approximately 10-15 patients with BCC will
be interviewed. This refers to the number of differing opin-
ions required to adequately represent qualitative research
findings without further identification of new themes [24].
Past research reveals the requisite number to be 12 or more
interviews, with even six interviews identifying most basic
themes [25]. A global context will be provided by including
participants both in the United States and internationally.
Interviews will be audio-recorded, transcribed, and coded
to allow complete capturing of outcomes.

Additional sources

Examination of other published sources, such as clinical
trial registries, Cochrane reviews, pamphlets, and brochures,
will be conducted to gather outcomes related to BCC.
Additional outcomes extracted will be included in the final
list of outcomes.

Stakeholder involvement

Stakeholders, or those invested in the development of a
COS in BCC, will also be included in the decision process
(Table 1). Dermatologists, drug and device safety regulators
(e.g., US Food and Drugs Administration (FDA), European
Medicines Agency (EMA)), pharmacologists, pharmacists,
and industry scientists are potential members that can
provide input regarding what outcomes they feel should
be represented. Nurses, physician assistants, and other
health care practitioners may be included as well to
enhance further discussion.
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Table 1 Summary of stakeholder involvement

Key stakeholders

Physicians (including dermatologists, international providers, physicians of
other health care fields)

Patients

Drug and device safety regulators (e.g., FDA, EMA)
Pharmacologists/pharmacists

Industry scientists

Nurses, physician assistants, or other health care providers

EMA European Medicines Agency, FDA US Food and Drugs Administration

Potential outcomes

Outcomes obtained from the steps described above will
then be examined by the Steering Committee, composed
of four dermatologists: Drs. Murad Alam (Northwestern
University), Ian A. Maher (Saint Louis University),
Joseph F. Sobanko (University of Pennsylvania), and
Todd V. Cartee (Pennsylvania State University). Members
may add or remove outcomes prior to the Delphi process.
The Steering Committee members will not join in the
Delphi process but will be invited to participate in the
final consensus meeting.

Delphi overview

Delphi surveys have been used in prior COS research [26].
The process involves a series of rounds of data collection
and analysis to condense the opinions of individuals into a
group consensus. Surveys can be conducted online through
the use of specialized software. Responses to each round
are collected, analyzed, and then redistributed to partici-
pants in successive rounds. We plan to conduct two Delphi
rounds prior to the consensus meeting.

Participants

Participants in the Delphi process will include patients
and physicians in groups of approximately 30 individuals
each. Group size was selected to provide a greater diversity
of input and account for potential dropouts. A global con-
text will be provided by including patients and physicians
from both the United States and internationally. Prior to
the exercise, details of the COS will be summarized and
demographic/occupational information obtained, including
years of experience, field of interest, and position. Consent
will be assumed if participants complete the questionnaire.
Participants will have 3 weeks to complete the online-
survey with email reminders at the 1- and 2-week marks.
For each round, the number of participants invited and
those who completed the surveys will be documented.

Delphi rounds

In the first Delphi, the complete list of outcomes gathered
from the aforementioned steps will be presented to partici-
pants for rating. Outcomes will be listed randomly after
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each round to avoid any influence of display order on the
evaluation of outcomes. Scoring for each outcome will be
performed using the scale devised by the Grading of Rec-
ommendations Assessment, Development and Evaluation
(GRADE) working group [27]. In this scale, participants
rate outcomes numerically on a scale of 1 to 9 (7 to 9 being
critical, 4 to 6 being important, and 1 to 3 being of limited
importance). The first round will also include a score “U,”
to signify uncertainty if the outcome merits inclusion in
the set. As discussed by the GRADE working group, this
scale will allow participants to focus on ranking the most
valued outcomes high and excluding outcomes of lesser
importance. Participants will also have the option to add
outcomes to the list that they feel should be included. All
outcomes will be carried to the subsequent round.

Results from the first round will be analyzed using
descriptive statistics. Responses from both the patient
and physician groups will be summarized and fed back
to the corresponding groups. Participants will then be
given the opportunity to use this information to change
their score in light of others’ insights. New outcomes will
be added if suggested by two or more participants, with
any uncertainties addressed by the Steering Committee.

In round 2 of the Delphi exercise, participants will again
score the outcomes on a scale from 1 to 9, following the
same format as the previous Delphi exercise. The end
result of the Delphi should consist of a more simplified set
of outcomes that will be further examined at the consensus
meeting.

Consensus meeting

Prior to solidifying a core set of outcomes, a consensus
meeting will be held to discuss the results of the Delphi
rounds. Physicians, patients, and other stakeholders will be
invited to the meeting to provide insight on the process.
Results from each round of the Delphi survey will be pre-
sented. In terms of consensus, if 70% of participants rank
the outcome 7, 8, or 9 with less than 15% scoring it 1-3,
the outcome will be retained in the consensus pool [28].
Outcomes will be removed from the consensus list if 70%
or more of the participants rank the outcome 1-3 and less
than 15% rank the outcome 7, 8, or 9.

Feedback regarding the consensus-derived set of out-
comes will then be elicited with the assistance of a trained
moderator. Using live polling software, items will anonym-
ously be voted “yes” or “no” for inclusion into the final core
set of outcomes. By the end of the meeting, the goal is to
create a core set of outcomes which can be agreed upon by
all stakeholders, patients, and physicians.

Core outcome measures

Once a COS has been developed, the Harmonizing
Outcome Measures for Eczema (HOME) roadmap will
be utilized for developing a core set of measures to track
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the outcomes selected [21]. Initial steps include identifying
current instruments utilized through a systematic review
covering at least two databases. Quality of the studies will
be assessed by rating their validity, reliability, responsive-
ness to change, and interpretability.

In order to determine which measurements are suitable
per outcome domain, a consensus meeting with key stake-
holders, patients, and clinicians will be held [21]. Results
from the systematic review will be provided to guide discus-
sion. Attendees will then judge the measures based on how
valid, reliable, and feasible they may be for assessing each
core outcome domain. New instruments will be developed
if there is inadequate evidence supporting existing methods.
At the end of the consensus meeting, relevant stakeholders
will vote to determine which measures should be included.

Discussion

To date, there has been no COS developed relating to
BCC. With a lack of standardization in outcomes assessed,
the potential for reporting bias exists. Further, selection of
outcomes is crucial for properly comparing and evaluating
different treatment modalities.

The proposed COS for BCC aims to reduce the incon-
sistency of outcomes and outcome measurements across
relevant trials. By reporting outcomes which are important,
we hope to develop an accepted COS to be utilized in
future trials and clinical practice.

Trial status
The development of the COS is active and ongoing in its
initial phase of outcome extraction.

Abbreviations

COMET: Core Outcome Measures in Effectiveness Trials; COS: Core outcome
set; CSG-COUSIN: Cochrane Skin Group — Core Outcome Set Initiative;

HOME: Harmonizing Outcome Measures for Eczema; COSMIN: Consensus-based
standards for the selection of health measurement instruments; GRADE: Grading of
Recommendations Assessment, Development and Evaluation; FDA: US Food and
Drug Administration; EMA: European Medicines Agency; IMPROVED: Measurement
of Priority Outcome Variables in Dermatologic Surgery

Acknowledgements
None

Funding

This publication was supported by Merz Center for Quality and Outcomes
Research in Dermatologic Surgery and the IMPROVED (Measurement of Priority
Outcome Variables in Dermatologic Surgery) Group. Reference numbers for the
funding sources are not available. The protocol was not fully externally peer
reviewed as part of the approval process.

Availability of data and materials
Not applicable

Authors’ contributions

MA had full access to the data in the study and takes responsibility for the
integrity of the data and the accuracy of the data analysis, contributed to the
study concept and design, analysis and interpretation of the data, drafting and
critical revision of the manuscript, obtained funding, and supervised the study.
DIS contributed to the study concept and design, acquisition of data, analysis
and interpretation of data, and drafting and critical revision of the manuscript.

Page 5 of 6

Sl contributed to the study concept and design, analysis and interpretation of
the data, and drafting and critical revision of the manuscript. JFS contributed to
the study concept and design, analysis and interpretation of the data, and critical
revision of the manuscript. TVC contributed to the study concept and design,
analysis and interpretation of the data, and critical revision of the manuscript.
IAM contributed to the study concept and design, analysis and interpretation of
the data, and drafting and critical revision of the manuscript. JS contributed to
the study concept and design, and critical revision of the manuscript. EP
contributed to the study concept and design, analysis and interpretation of
the data, and critical revision of the manuscript. VGP contributed to acquisition of
the data. JKH contributed to acquisition of the data. AOK contributed to acquisition
of the data. SGC contributed to acquisition of the data. JML contributed to
acquisition of the data. AFY contributed to acquisition of the data. BRC contributed
to acquisition of the data. KCF contributed to critical revision of the manuscript. SD
contributed to critical revision of the manuscript. All authors read and approved
the final manuscript.

Ethics approval and consent to participate

A systematic review of the academic literature will be performed with the
help of data extractors across four institutions. Ethical approval was not
applicable for the review of the academic literature.

Ethical approval and consent to participate for the interviews and Delphi
study has been granted from the Northwestern University Institutional
Review Board (IRB) protocol ID: STU00201637. Informed consent will be
obtained from each participant.

Consent for publication
Not applicable

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published
maps and institutional affiliations.

Author details

'Department of Dermatology, Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern
University, 676 N. St. Clair St, Ste 1600, Chicago, IL 60611, USA. *Department
of Dermatology, Saint Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO,
USA. Department of Dermatology, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia,
PA, USA. “Centre for Evidence-Based Healthcare, Medizinische Fakultit Carl
Gustav Carus, TU Dresden, Dresden, Germany. “Division of Dermatologic
Surgery, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, USA. “Department of
Dermatology, Penn State Hershey Dermatology, Hershey, PA, USA.
’Department of Otolaryngology, Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern
University, Chicago, IL, USA. ®Department of Surgery, Feinberg School of
Medicine, Northwestern University, Chicago, IL, USA.

Received: 17 February 2017 Accepted: 20 September 2017
Published online: 23 October 2017

References

1. Mohan SV, Chang AL. Advanced basal cell carcinoma: epidemiology and
therapeutic innovations. Curr Dermatol Rep. 2014;3:40-5.

2. Rogers HW, Weinstock MA, Harris AR, Hinckley MR, Feldman SR, Fleischer
AB, Coldiron BM. Incidence estimate of nonmelanoma skin cancer in the
United States. Arch Dermatol. 2010;146(3):283-7.

3. Rubin Al, Chen EH, Ratner D. Basal-cell carcinoma. N Engl J Med. 2005;
353(21):2262-9.

4. Miller SJ, Alam M, Andersen J, Berg D, Bichakjian CK, Bowen G, Cheney RT,
Glass LF, Grekin RC, Kessinger A, Lee NY, Liegeois N, Lydiatt DD, Michalski J,
Morrison WH, Nehal KS, Nelson KC, Nghiem P, Olencki T, Perlis CS,
Rosenberg EW, Shaha AR, Urist MM, Wang LG, Zic JA. Basal cell and
squamous cell skin cancers. J Natl Compr Canc Netw. 2010;8(8):836-64.

5. van Dam RM, Huang Z, Rimm EB, Weinstock MA, Spiegelman D, Colditz GA,
Willett WC, Giovannucci E. Risk factors for basal cell carcinoma of the skin in
men: results from the health professionals follow-up study. Am J Epidemiol.
1999;150(5):459-68.

6. Vitasa BC, Taylor HR, Strickland PT, Rosenthal FS, West S, Abbey H, Ng SK,
Munoz B, Emmett EA. Association of nonmelanoma skin cancer and actinic



Schlessinger et al. Trials (2017) 18:490

13.
14.

20.

22.

23.
24,

25.

keratosis with cumulative solar ultraviolet exposure in Maryland watermen.
Cancer. 1990;,65(12):2811-7.

Dourmishev LA, Rusinova D, Botev I. Clinical variants, stages, and management
of basal cell carcinoma. Indian Dermatol Online J. 2013;4(1):12-7.

Bath-Hextall FJ, Perkins W, Bong J, Williams HC. Interventions for basal cell
carcinoma of the skin. Cochrane Database Syst Rev. 2007;1:CD003412.
Kauvar AN, Cronin Jr T, Roenigk R, Hruza G, Bennett R, American Society for
Dermatologic Surgery. Consensus for nonmelanoma skin cancer treatment:
basal cell carcinoma, including a cost analysis of treatment methods.
Dermatol Surg. 2015;41(5):550-71.

von Domarus H, Stevens PJ. Metastatic basal cell carcinoma. Report of five
cases and review of 170 cases in the literature. J Am Acad Dermatol. 1984;
10(6):1043-60.

Weinstock MA, Bogaars HA, Ashley M, Litle V, Bilodeau E, Kimmel S.
Nonmelanoma skin cancer mortality. A population-based study. Arch
Dermatol. 1991;127(8):1194-7.

Kirkham JJ, Dwan KM, Altman DA, Gamble C, Dodd S, Smyth R, Williamson
PR. The impact of outcome reporting bias in randomised controlled trials
on a cohort of systematic reviews. BMJ. 2010;340:c365.

COMET Initiative. http://www.comet-initiative.org/. Accessed 20 Apr 2016.
The Cochrane Skin Group — Core Outcome Set Initiative (CSG-COUSIN).
https://www.uniklinikum-dresden.de/COUSIN/. Accessed 21 Apr 2016.
Schmitt J, Deckert S, Alam M, Apfelbacher C, Barbaric J, Bauer A, Chalmers J,
Chosidow O, Delamere F, Doney E, Eleftheriadou V, Grainge M, Johannsen L,
Kottner J, Le Cleach L, Mayer A, Pinart M, Prescott L, Prinsen CA, Ratib S, Schlager
JG, Sharma M, Thomas KS, Weberschock T, Weller K, Werner RN, Wild T, Wilkes SR,
Williams HC. Report from the kick-off meeting of the Cochrane Skin Group Core
Outcome Set Initiative (CSG-COUSIN). Br J Dermatol. 2016;174(2):287-95.

Schmitt J, Williams HC, HOME Development Group. Harmonising Outcome
Measures for Eczema (HOME). Report from the first international consensus
meeting (HOME 1), 24 July 2010, Munich, Germany. Br J Dermatol. 2010;
163(6):1166-8.

Schmitt J, Spuls P, Boers M, Thomas K, Chalmers J, Roekevisch E, Schram M,
Allsopp R, Aoki V, Apfelbacher C, Bruijnzeel-Koomen C, Bruin-Weller M,
Charman C, Cohen A, Dohil M, Flohr C, Furue M, Gieler U, Hooft L,
Humphreys R, Ishii HA, Katayama I, Kouwenhoven W, Langan S, Lewis-Jones
S, Merhand S, Murota H, Murrell DF, Nankervis H, Ohya Y, Oranje A, Otsuka
H, Paul C, Rosenbluth Y, Saeki H, Schuttelaar ML, Stalder JF, Svensson A,
Takaoka R, Wahlgren CF, Weidinger S, Wollenberg A, Williams H. Towards
global consensus on outcome measures for atopic eczema research: results
of the HOME Il meeting. Allergy. 2012,67(9):1111-7.

Chalmers J, Schmitt J, Spuls P, Thomas K, Simpson EL, Dohil M, Singh JA,
Apfelbacher C, Eichenfield LF, Williams HC. Minutes of the HOME Il Meeting
6-7 April 2013, San Diego, USA. 2013.

Schmitt J, Spuls Pl, Thomas KS, Simpson E, Furue M, Deckert S, Dohil M,
Apfelbacher C, Singh JA, Chalmers J, Williams HC. The Harmonising
Outcome Measures for Eczema (HOME) statement to assess clinical signs of
atopic eczema in trials. J Allergy Clin Immunol. 2014;134(4).800-7.

Chalmers JR, Schmitt J, Apfelbacher C, Dohil M, Eichenfield LF, Simpson EL,
Singh J, Spuls P, Thomas KS, Admani S, Aoki V, Ardeleanu M, Barbarot S, Berger
T, Bergman JN, Block J, Borok N, Burton T, Chamlin SL, Deckert S, DeKlotz CC,
Graff LB, Hanifin JM, Hebert AA, Humphreys R, Katoh N, Kisa RM, Margolis DJ,
Merhand S, Minnillo R, Mizutani H, Nankervis H, Ohya Y, Rodgers P, Schram ME,
Stalder JF, Svensson A, Takaoka R, Teper A, Tom WL, von Kobyletzki L,
Weisshaar E, Zelt S, Williams HC. Report from the third international consensus
meeting to harmonise core outcome measures for atopic eczema/dermatitis
clinical trials (HOME). Br J Dermatol. 2014:171(6):1318-25.

Schmitt J, Apfelbacher C, Spuls PI, Thomas KS, Simpson EL, Furue M,
Chalmers J, Williams HC. The Harmonizing Outcome Measures for Eczema
(HOME) Roadmap: a methodological framework to develop core sets of
outcome measurements in dermatology. J Invest Dermatol. 2015;135(1):24-30.
lyengar S, Williamson PR, Schmitt J, Johannsen L, Maher IA, Sobanko JF,
Cartee TV, Schlessinger D, Poon E, Alam M. Development of a core
outcome set for clinical trials in rosacea: study protocol for a systematic
review of the literature and identification of a core outcome set using a
Delphi survey. Trials. 2016;17(1):429.

PRISMA. http://prisma-statement.org/. Accessed 6 Sept 2017.

Bowen GA. Naturalistic inquiry and the saturation concept: a research note.
Qual Res. 2008;8(1):137-52.

Guest G, Bunce A, Johnson L. How many interviews are enough? Field
Methods. 2006;18(1):59-82.

26.

27.

28.

Page 6 of 6

Moza A, Benstoem C, Autschbach R, et al. A core outcome set for all types
of cardiac surgery effectiveness trials: a study protocol for an international
eDelphi survey to achieve consensus on what to measure and the
subsequent selection of measurement instruments. Trials. 2015;16:545.
Guyatt GH, Oxman AD, Kunz R, et al. GRADE guidelines: 2. Framing the question
and deciding on important outcomes. J Clin Epidemiol. 2011,64(4):395-400.
Harman NL, Bruce IA, Kirkham JJ, Tierney S, Callery P, O'Brien K, Bennett
AMD, Chorbachi R, Hall PN, Harding-Bell A, Parfect VH, Rumsey N, Sell D,
Sharma R, Williamson PR. The importance of integration of stakeholder
views in core outcome set development: otitis media with effusion in
children with cleft palate. PLoS One. 2015;10(6):¢0129514.

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and we will help you at every step:

* We accept pre-submission inquiries

e Our selector tool helps you to find the most relevant journal

* We provide round the clock customer support

e Convenient online submission

e Thorough peer review

e Inclusion in PubMed and all major indexing services

e Maximum visibility for your research

Submit your manuscript at

www.biomedcentral.com/submit () BiolMed Central



http://www.comet-initiative.org/
https://www.uniklinikum-dresden.de/COUSIN/
http://prisma-statement.org/

	Abstract
	Background
	Methods/design
	Discussion

	Background
	Objective

	Methods/design
	Scope of this COS
	Identification of outcomes
	Literature review
	Patient-centered outcomes
	Additional sources

	Stakeholder involvement
	Potential outcomes
	Delphi overview
	Participants
	Delphi rounds
	Consensus meeting
	Core outcome measures

	Discussion
	Trial status
	Abbreviations

	Funding
	Availability of data and materials
	Authors’ contributions
	Ethics approval and consent to participate
	Consent for publication
	Competing interests
	Publisher’s Note
	Author details
	References

