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Background
A recent study [1] assessed uptake of a rheumatoid
arthritis (RA) Core Outcome Set (COS), published in
1994 [2], and found that by 2010 over 70% of RA trials
reported the COS. The study examined trial reports but
this method has proved to be lengthy and does not
include current information. The aim of this study is to
develop an efficient approach to assessing COS uptake
with results based on up to date information.
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Method
Citation analysis will be used to assess COS uptake.
Citation reports for 198 published COS will be run in
SCOPUS. CENTRAL (The Cochrane Central Register of
Controlled Trials) will be used to identify those citations
that are RCTs. Consideration will be given to how many
of these RCTs reported all core outcomes.
Results
Using RA as a motivating example, 202 citations were
found using the RA COS published in 19942. Fourteen
citations were identified by CENTRAL as being RCTs.
Full results for all COS will be presented.
Conclusion
It is important to develop a method to measure uptake
of COS efficiently to allow the impact of COS development research to be assessed. Citation analysis has the
potential to offer an effective method to do this.
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