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Context

This paper describes acute chemical cardioversion of atrial fibrillation and flutter to sinus rhythm.

This research was undertaken to investigate further the use of dofetilide for acute cardioversion of
atrial fibrillation and flutter.

Significant findings

Dofetilide, a class III antiarrhythmic, restored sinus rhythm in 35% of patients, 3 h after a 15 min
infusion in comparison to conversion rates of 4% for amiodarone and 4% for placebo. The duration of
atrial arrhythmia did not influence conversion rates. Treatment with dofetilide was associated with an
8% incidence of torsadea de pointes.

Comments

I found this article interesting because the effectiveness of dofetilide in cardioverting atrial fibrillation
or flutter is not dependent on the duration of flutter, in contrast to flecainide and propfenone.

Possible implications of these findings are that a short intravenous infusion of dofetilide may be used
for the conversion of long-standing atrial fibrillation or the conversion of atrial flutter; however, because
of the incidence of torsades de pointes, continuous ECG monitoring is required.



Methods

A meta-analysis of the published data to date reveals a 25% success rate for dofetilide in converting
atrial fibrillation and a 65% success rate in converting atrial flutter.

Additional information
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