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For results from a randomised trial to be relevant to prac-
tice it is important that the needs of the end users of the
trial, health care professionals, policymakers and patients
are considered. Key aspects of a trial need to reflect how
the intervention would be implemented. PRECIS-2 is an
innovative way to display information about a trial’s
design, using a wheel with 9 spokes or domains, graphi-
cally illustrating which areas of the trial are more prag-
matic, that is designed to test whether the intervention
will work in usual care and which are more explanatory,
designed to test the intervention under ideal conditions.
This talk will describe the results of a two-part investi-

gation applying PRECIS-2 to primary care trials. In the
first part we worked with primary care trial teams to
apply the tool to their trials. In the second part we inter-
viewed people involved in trying to change practice based
on research evidence to find out their views on PRECIS-2
and what is important to ensure the results of trials are
relevant to practice. The interviewees included research
funders, guideline developers and practicing GPs.
We found that primary care trials vary considerably in

the extent to which they can be viewed as pragmatic,
that PRECIS-2 addresses aspects of trial design which
policy makers, practitioners and guideline developers
believe are important in assessing relevance to practice
and that for some areas of a trial’s design flexibility
should not always be encouraged. Our interviewees also
suggested some novel uses for PRECIS-2.

Authors’ details
1Queen Mary University London, London, UK. 2University of Aberdeen,
Aberdeen, UK. 3University of Dundee, Dundee, UK.

Published: 16 November 2015

doi:10.1186/1745-6215-16-S2-P214
Cite this article as: Forbes et al.: How best to design a clinical trial that
is relevant to practice? Applying PRECIS-2, a trial design tool, to primary
care trials. Trials 2015 16(Suppl 2):P214.

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit1Queen Mary University London, London, UK

Full list of author information is available at the end of the article

Forbes et al. Trials 2015, 16(Suppl 2):P214
http://www.trialsjournal.com/content/16/S2/P214 TRIALS

© 2015 Forbes et al. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the
original work is properly cited. The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication waiver (http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/
zero/1.0/) applies to the data made available in this article, unless otherwise stated.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/

	Authors’ details

