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Background
Blinding is a pre-requisite to high standard clinical trials
of medicinal products (CTIMPs), but this requirement,
can on occasions, present complex challenges in placebo
matching and delivery. OBS2 is a trial evaluating the
effectiveness of early fibrinogen administration in the
management of complex postpartum haemorrhage.
Fibrinogen concentrate is a white powder that froths
distinctively on reconstitution and a suitable placebo,
that could match these characteristics, could not be
identified during the trial design stage.

Methods
The OBS2 study team developed an innovative method
for the reconstitution and administration of Fibrinogen
concentrate that enabled the safe administration of the
IMP whilst maintaining blinding without the use of a
product similar in appearance in Fibrinogen. The
method follows a three stage process of adding dilutant
to sleeved ampoules, drawing the reconstituted IMP
into black syringes, and excess air expelled into a
starch. The novel blinding method ensured that the
IMP was administered safely without the clinician
viewing the IMP ampoule contents, syringe contents,
or reconstituted IMP expelled from the syringe with
any excess air.

Implications for trial design
The method of blinding developed for OBS2 provides an
inexpensive method of blinding with potential to be uti-
lised in other CTIMPs where reconstitution of drugs is
required but a suitable placebo, either cannot be identi-
fied, or only identified at substantial cost. The full novel

method of IMP reconstitution will be described and
demonstrated using trial training materials including
video.

Published: 16 November 2015

doi:10.1186/1745-6215-16-S2-O51
Cite this article as: Sanders et al.: Blindingly obvious (once revealed): a
novel approach to blinding medicinal products for injection. Trials 2015
16(Suppl 2):O51.

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit

Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK

Sanders et al. Trials 2015, 16(Suppl 2):O51
http://www.trialsjournal.com/content/16/S2/O51 TRIALS

© 2015 Sanders et al. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the
original work is properly cited. The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication waiver (http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/
zero/1.0/) applies to the data made available in this article, unless otherwise stated.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/

	Background
	Methods
	Implications for trial design

